[The Bratislava International Eye Bank--a member of the International Federation of Eye Banks].
The International Eye Bank in Bratislava has assembled during its two-year activities 1007 corneae with a 2mm scleral margin by excision performed in the donor in situ, 11 total eye-balls and 43 sclerae. From this total number 1331 eye tissues had to be eliminated because of serum positivity (115 HBsAg, 12 HCV, 2 HIV 1,2 + HCV + HBsAg, 2 HBsAg + HCV, 2 HIV 1.2 + HBsAg). The most frequent cause of death in donors of corneae were carcinomas, injuries and cerebro- and cardiovascular diseases. Corneal grafts are stored at a temperature of +2 degrees C to +6 degrees C in Optisol GS medium. The most frequent indication for keratoplasty in Slovakia was keratopathia bullosa (28.6%), keratoconus (23.9%) and leukoma corneae (18.7%).